Role of apoptosis in adverse ventricular remodeling.
Apoptosis is a key feature in the progression of heart disease. Stage B heart failure is characterized by a structurally abnormal heart in which the remodeled myocardium is prone to apoptosis. Elimination of the proapoptotic stimuli or inhibition of the apoptotic cascade could presumably rescue the myocardium and halt the progression of adverse remodeling and heart failure. In this article, the authors review the role of apoptosis (or programmed cell death) in determining the evolution of symptomatic heart failure and particularly the adverse remodeling in the aftermath of acute myocardial infarction.